Reading an Article
Reading an Article
This worksheet is intended to serve as a guide for reading a scholarly article. Completing this sheet as you read an article will help you understand the point the author is making and how he or she has gone about doing so. It also provides an opportunity to evaluate the clarity and effectiveness of the article.
1) Identify what kind of article it is. Check all that apply and be ready to explain why.
a. ____ New Research. Does it present research on an important topic that has not yet been studied to any real extent? Articles of this type may present new research or the analysis and translation of a significant primary source.
b. ____ Old View/New View. Is the author presenting new research and/or analysis to show how previous analysis of the question under consideration is inaccurate or incorrect?
c. ____ Review Article. Is the author presenting summaries of past research on a topic (usually one that has a long history of study) by a variety of different scholars, in order to show the state of research on the topic?
d. ___X_ Standard Textbook or Encyclopedia Entry. Does the author seem to be presenting information in a way that suggests it is generally accepted in the field as correct? Articles of this type usually lack references to other published work and are relatively general and brief.
2) Identify unknown vocabulary and technical terms.
Read through the article, and at the arrow below, list all the unknown words and phrases you encounter. Look up the words you find and add the definition next to each. If you can’t find the meaning of a word (often the case with foreign words), offer a tentative definition for it based on context clues or any other means you can. Bring these to class for discussion.
 Astral- refers to the experience which is non-physical to which abnormal and psychic phenomenon are ascribing to.
Cosmovision- it's the unique reference or view about the universe, which may include natural philosophies about the nature, composition, and relationship of the universe and its components.
Mesoamerica- a historical region and cultural area in the northern part of the country.
Underworld- it the purported world of all evils, including criminals, and other injustices, take place.

Identify the author’s point.
Study the introduction and conclusion of the article and determine what the author’s point is. Authors should state this clearly, but sometimes they make their readers work for it.
a. If it is New Research (a. above), make note of how the author states the question or questions she or he examined and what his answer to the question is.
b. If it is an Old View/New View article (b. above), identify the other scholars the author is responding to, what the old view is, and what the new view is that he or she is offering.
c. If it is a review article, identify the purpose for the author gives for presenting the review, and note if he proposes directions for further research.
d. If it is a Standard Entry (d. above), you need only summarize the material presented, unless a clear point can be determined.
State the author’s point and other information requested above after the arrow below. Be as detailed as you need to be.
 This article's purpose is standard entry because the information and facts are presented in the most accepted methods and minimum requirements of a field study and research. The article analyzes historical periods that had a huge impact on the current conditions and provisions enjoyed in the country. Tracing the original cultural practices that have been disregarded as a form of promoting cultural heritage defines the ancient communities. The contribution of the different religions that existed in the ancient period has never been well reflected and analyzed the way it has been done in this article. The article explains the different cultural manifestations of God and how the physical buildings such as temples and other religious symbols. The article's main theme is religion and civilization in the ancient period and how they participated in the development of American civilization. The article begins with a reflection on the city of God, which for many years, has attracted and raised a lot of concern about how would construction of the temple was inevitable as in the African society. After excavation in different offerings at the temple, Teotihuacan objects have been found, which also illustrates a challenge about the temple itself. The article describes the architecture, science, and engineering used in the city through the construction of its earlier temples, monuments, and mounding of the sun and the moon. Through the researchers, the article has also identified that there is proof of settlement in the regions that could be the ancestral roots of other human beings. And their physical activities believed to the origin beginning of the civilization of human beings. The article contains information on how Teotihuacan was buried to the ground after Europeans conquered it. Other people, such as chroniclers, still considered it attractive and regularly referred to it. Other scientists and explorers continued to do their research and work in exposing the deep history Americans have lost touch with. The city may be regarded as the modern-day Jerusalem.

3) Determine the organization of the article.
First, if the article has subheadings, identify each subheading with its page number. If there are no subheadings, work through the article paragraph by paragraph and divide the article into subsections that you assign subheadings to, based on what you see the author doing in each subsection. Give the page number on which each of your subsections begins. Then, sketch out a rough outline of the article using the subheadings you have, and briefly describe the sub-point the author is making under each subheading and what evidence the author uses to make each point. Be sure to distinguish between what the author is saying and what the other scholars he is quoting are saying. Also note, if you can, why the author has chosen to organize the article the way he or she has. Provide the information requested above at the arrow below. Give as much detail as you need.
 The sacred place indicated that, just like other religions in the world, the city's foundation was considered a symbol which, though its sacred relevance, would be interpreted in different regions.  
The article has been organized into different parts, including paragraphs and sentences designed to provide the information targeted by this audience. Each subheading, therefore, discusses an important aspect of religion that has contributed immensely to the civilization. The article discusses a new city's ne beginning and experiences, which would repeat the creation of the world. The city symbolized the different components of the cosmos archaeologists also believe that the articles had more symbolic interpretation than it was in terms of physical observations.
A landmark for the foundation of the city. In their regular excavation of the different regions whose research had not been completed on the geological information obtained, archaeologists indicate the existence of a different layer in the pyramid of the sun. This symbolizes the existence of another unique and special place developed by the gods, which would be accessed by the chosen few. Other images included the eagle perched on cactus, and other Toltec symbols are considered special and components of the sacred place.

4) Give an evaluation of the article.
At the arrow below, answer the following questions in as much detail as you need:
a. How effective has the author been in making his or her point (as determined in 2) above)?
b. Does the article make the point the author intended, and why or why not?
c. Was the article logically organized and clearly presented? If so, what was effective about it, and if not, what problems were there? If you found the article confusing, explain why, giving specific examples with page numbers in your explanation.
d. State what you learned from the article. What do you know now that you didn’t before? This may include information that was not part of the author’s point.
e. Finally, what questions does the article leave in your mind? What more do you think you need to know to have a fuller understanding of the subject of the article?
 The author of this article on the role of religion in ancient civilization was very effective on different concerns. Information is presented logically and ethically proven by reliable sources. 
The reader is able to understand the different historical symbols that indicate civilization before the European conquests. It, therefore, reaches its purpose of informing the author of religion and early civilization.
One thing that I have been able to learn is the application of religious symbols that it has a historical relevance from the periods discussed in the article.
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